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victims of the policy of persecution and annihilation
laid down by the founder of modern Spain. Under
Muslim rule they enjoyed all liberties and were
master of commerce and finance; but no sooner they
came under the new rule than they were urged to
abandon their religion and embrace Christianity;
deportations and confiscations were the punishment
of refusal. Some submitted, fearing the loss of their
homes and wealth; those who refused were thrown
on the faggots of the Inquisition or banished every-
where, after being deprived of all their possessions;
even those who abjured were not spared whenever
they were suspected of heresy or discontent This
ominous example inspired the Muslims with fear and
sorrow, for they dreaded the violation of the engage-
ments made to them and that they would, in their
turn, be the victims of such persecutions. The eternal
words and true presage, delivered by Musa ibn Abil
Ghassan the most heroic knight of Granada, on the
day they decided its surrender, resounded in their
ears: " Do you think the Castillians will be faithful to
their promises or their king as magnanimous as he had
been 'victorious ?, You are awfully deceived. They
are all thirsty for our blood and death is the least
that we have to fear. It is the worst of humiliations,
oppression and slavery; it is the plundering of your
homes, the violation of your wives and daughters and
the profanation of your mosques. It is the blazing
faggots that are awaiting you in order to turn you
into ashes."1
The presage was true and the fears of the Muslims
were realized. Only a few years after the surrender
of Granada the Christians began to amend the treaty
and interpret it arbitrarily, and then violate its pro-
visions successively, thus withdrawing the accorded
rights one after the other. The mosques were closed
and the Muslims were forbidden to celebrate their
rites; their doctrines and laws were violated ; and